TRAVANCORE AGAIN

"The policy of the Travancore Government is ununder-
standable. The repression seems to me to be wholly un-
justifiable. It is wrong to put the best and wisest citizens in jail.
I know that those who have been arrested are sincere, devoted
and able workers.^

There -was a forced lull in Ttavancore after the accep-
tance by the State Congress of my advice to suspend
civil disobedience. But things seem to have gone from
bad to worse. The inactivity of the State Congress was
perhaps mistaken for fatigue or worse. I knew that
the State Congress leaders were being held down by me.
Their loyalty -was great. But "when the other day a depu-
tation came to me and asked me whether, in order to
avoid civil disobedience, they were to stop even ordinary
activity "which one knows as political, I told them that
even that severe restraint might be- part of the people's
training. But I also told them that I could not judge for
them in such matters. I could not have the data they had.
They could not help me in judging the atmosphere in
Travancore. Physical presence there "was necessary to
enable me to Judge. No second-hand evidence could
be of much assistance, at least not to me. I told them,
therefore, that they must judge for themselves^ irrespec-
tive of my opinion. For I was not prepared to take the
risk of curbing even harmless political activity for fear of
imaginaty consequences. The leaders should, therefore,
consider themselves free from any restraint from me.

After the greatest deliberation, they took two steps
embodied in restrained language. Their resolutions and
the Ptess Note in reply are printed below.

In my opinion, the State Congress had every right
to dissociate themselves from the glorification of the
Dewatfs administration. Even an adversary is entitled